
Praying for Elders 
Over the past months, we have seen 
a growing need for elders to be 
appointed locally in Powassan.  We 
are thankful for the help we do 
have from the elders of  our mother 
church in Brantford. Yet we have 
more regular visitors, a growing 
number of  children and youth, 
diaconal work to oversee, and each 
member has their own challenges.  
We are thankful that the Lord has 
given us a number of  men in the 
local group that may be able to 
serve one day, Lord willing.  Please 
pray with us for wisdom!   

“If  any of  you lacks wisdom, let him ask of  
God, who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him.”  
	 - James 1:5

Summer Visitors 
Sunday worship services have been 
well attended again this summer. We 
estimate that on several Sunday 
mornings this summer, we had close 
to 200 people in worship!  Many of  

these visitors are members of  
Canadian, Heritage, and United 
Reformed churches in southwestern 
Ontario who vacation in this area.   
We have enjoyed getting to know 
many who have been coming back 
yearly, and some even more often.  We 

are also thankful to have a few more 
people come from the local area.   
Please pray that the Lord would 
sanctify our worship and bless the 
preaching of  the Word. Also, do come 
and join us for worship if  you are 
vacationing in the area!

On Sunday mornings, we have 
continued a sermon series on 
Genesis, now focusing on the life 
of  Joseph.  There is a stark 
contrast in Genesis 34-39 between 
Joseph and his older brothers.  
While they are known for violence, 
immorality, and betrayal, he is 
righteous.  While his brothers give 
in to temptations,  Joseph is able to 
stand firm.   
Yet, the remarkable thing about 
the life of  Joseph is that he is the 
one who ends up in slavery and 
prison, while his brothers and 
accusers seem to have no serious 
consequences.  He spends 13 years 
as a slave and prisoner, a victim of  
sad injustice!  (41:46) 
In Genesis, it becomes very clear 
that apart from God's grace, men 
like Simeon, Levi, Reuben and 
Judah were hopeless cases.  They 

deserved slavery, prison, and even 
hell.  And yet it is Joseph who 
takes a place in prison.   Through 
his sufferings and trials, Joseph is 
made into a suitable deliverer for 
his brothers. The Lord in his 
covenant faithfulness uses Joseph 
as a substitute, even a righteous 
saviour of  His covenant people.  
The great difference in the life of  
Joseph is found in a series of  hints, 
both in the narrations about his 
life, and in Joseph's own words 
with people like his master's wife 
and Pharaoh.   Again and again, 
we read that "the Lord was with 
Joseph."  Over and over, Joseph 
testifies with his own words of  
God's sovereignty and grace.   
Joseph is a remarkable reminder 
that apart from the presence and 
grace of  God, we are all lost.  May 
we seek His presence each day!

z Immanuel. z 
“The Lord was with Joseph.” - Genesis 39:2

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  N I P I S S I N G  F R E E  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  P L A N T

S U M M E R  2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N

update

For more information see www.nipissingfrc.com or call Pastor Rob VanDoodewaard at 705-724-5070

4.3

NIPISSING

http://www.nipissingfrc.com
http://www.nipissingfrc.com

